Tardieu Jean-Claude and Magueswary


                       To : Kottakuppam police station

Mariaman Koïl street - Thantirayamkuppam
605104 Kottakuppam - Tamil Nadu

              Thantirayamkuppam, 15th April 2003

Sir,

We have been living in Tandirayamkuppam since July 2000 and staying in Pondicherry for 7 years.

My wife is an Indian lady from Kakkayentope (Ariankuppam). Her father was a freedom fighter and the leader of the panchayat ; her uncle Ilango was a respectable police inspecteur in Pondicherry.

 I am a french citizen and I have been teaching like a french teacher at “Alliance Française” at Pondicherry for 4 years.

Since we have been living in Tandirayamkuppam we have lot of problems with villagers and panchayat.

During the last 3 years, we were very patient and we never gave report to police because we prefered to solve these problems ourselves, in a friendly way.


Today, because we are more and more problems with these people, we are deciding to lodge a complaint. 

Now, I am recapitulating what happened during the last 3 years.

1. When we were building our house, on day the panchayat stopped us on the path and said : -“you must stop the bulding works, because you didn’t pay the contractor”. In fact, we had paid the contractor, it was a lie. A friend solved this problem speeking with the panchayat and the building works resumed, but we were very worry about our futur life in this village.

2. When we asked electricity connection, we have just need one post. The panchayat said : -it’s impossible. It was a very big problem for us. The panchayat asked to change 7 posts in the village to the Kottakuppam leader Chanmugan. 

3. When we asked water supply connection, the panchayat said : -it’s impossible. Chanmugan told us to wait the first electricity bill and after he will manage this problem. We has had water supply connection a few month after. 
4. The building works of our house were not finished when without warning us the panchayat has decided to built a very big hut very close to our house, 10 meters only from our enclosure. Why didn’t they build this hut 50 or 100 meters from our house? Why didn’t they built it front of their home? May be they thought we will leave or abandon our house like the former owner of this place.
5. A few days after we were living in this place, women of this village were crapping along our enclosure. We were very angry. Several times we asked them to crap far from our place, but they didn’t listen to us. One night, they were crapping again here. I shouted out to get away. 30 minutes later, may be twenty men were front of my gate with knives and sticks and they told. In fact, these women told them that I have thrown stones at them. In truth, I have just told them to crap away. They lied and that‘s all.

6. Several times, these women came back to crap 3 meters from our kitchen only.

7. One time, a lorry came to the hut and one man went up on the roof of it. He was looking in our garden and he was saying to the other people  : -there is a white man collecting the dog shit. My wife went out and asked him to stop immediately, because my dogs were becoming very excited and barked. One villager named “Mani” said that my wife was lying and he told her to come back in her home. Who is the liar in this story?

8. The 11th April 2003 after midnignt, a lorry was front of my place. People were very noisy, shouting, whistling and speaking hight like we are not existing! Of course, it was impossible to sleep and my 3 dogs were barking. We were the dogs into. It was a new disturbing time for us.

9. During the last 3 weeks, sometime until midnight, we should bear the noise of a diesel engine just front of our house, so it was impossible to sleep again! I think that these people respect nothing and nobody. This engine must work during one month every night !
10. In this big hut built just close to our place they are jellyfishes. Sometimes the smell is unbreathable and we can’t eat! In fact, it’s a horrible smell. A question : why didn’t they build this hut close to their own house in the middle of the village? Now we say that this hut must be shifted as soon as possible, because it gives us too much problems.

11. One week later, a child of the village climbed our enclosure. My wife was seeing him and told him :-you are lucky because if my dog looked at you, may be it would bite seriously.

12. Every week, the children thrown stones on our enclosure and balls in our garden. What education do their parents give them?
13. The 11th April 2003, a man working in the hut was crapping 3 meters from my kitchen when I was catching him. I shouted him to go away immediately and I threw sand at him. I was out on the beach and I met the manager of this hut “Mani”. I told him that I will give a complaint to the Kottakuppam police station in order to close or shift this hut. 

14. Because of the presence of this hut, the place font of our house is became really a garbage. This situation is completely unbearable. There is already a large garbage back our place where all the women crap, so we can’t accept more and more deterioration of our environment and other pollution. 

I point out that I already spent 1000 rupees to clean this area, but I wasted this money in vain. Several times I cleaned myself the place back my house with a spade and a broom, I buried the shits of these women and burned their garbage.

In short, V. Mani and panchayat are responsible of all these problems. They have a very bad behaviour with us from the beginning. We have never given one problem to anyboby in this village, on the contrary we always were kind with our neighborings and helped them when it was possible.

A question : how is it able to develop tourism in such situation? I will ask this question to the tourism minister of Pondicherry. The place where we have been living was known in the guide book like “serenity beach”. That could be a joke, unfortunately!

We expect that you will take all actions to solve the problems due to this hut.

We think that it must be put between 7 and 10 ciment dustbins in the village and built toilets. It is the responsability of the panchayat and the leader of Kottakuppam. We shall ask an appointment to the leader of Kottakuppam. We shall tell him not give money to the panchayat for the toilet building work, because we can’t have confidence in the panchayat. In this village lot of people think like us, you can question them and the former leader of Kottakuppam, they will confirm all of we wrote in this letter.

We thank you for reading this letter.


Tardieu Magueswary and Jean-Claude

